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INSTRUCTIONS OF QUEEN ANNE TO COL. SAM- 
UEL VETCH, FOE THE ORGANIZATION OF 
A COLONIAL CONTINGENT FOR THE CON- 
QUEST OF CANADA, 1708. 

Among the early New York imprints in the Ameri- 
cana Division of the Historical Society of Pennsylva- 
nia, is one printed by William Bradford, 1709, — the in- 
structions of Qneen Anne to Col. Samuel Vetch, to be 
observed in his negotiations with the governors of New 
England, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, New 
Jersey, and Pennsylvania, in the organization of a con- 
tingent colonial force for the conquest of Canada. The 
following biographical sketch of Col. Vetch is compiled 
from the article in the National Dictionary of Biog- 
raphy: 

Samuel Vetch, born in December 1668, was a son of 
William Vetch, the Covenantor of Scotland, who fled to 
Holland. He was educated at Utrecht; entered the 
army of the Prince of Orange, accompanied him to Tor- 
bay in 1688, and when the 20th regiment of Foot 
(Cameronians) was raised obtained a commission in it, 
fought at Dunkeld, Steinkirk, and Neerwinden. After 
the peace of Ryswick, in 1697, he joined his father at 
Dumfries, where he was then minister, and later volun- 
teered for the expedition to Panama and given the rank 
of captain, and was also appointed a member of the 
Council of Seven which was to govern the colony. The 
new colony met with much opposition and after vainly 
struggling against many difficulties, it was evacuated in 
June of 1699 ; Vetch proceeded to New York and took 
up his residence in Albany. Here in August 1700, he 
took part in a conference between Lord Bellamont and 
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the sachems of the Five Nation Indians. Two years 
later he removed to Boston, and in 1705 was sent by 
Governor Dudley, of Massachusetts, as one of the com- 
missioners to Quebec to negotiate a treaty of neutrality 
with the French Governor General of Canada, and to 
arrange for the exchange of prisoners. He made it his 
particular business to gain all the information he could 
about the French colony. 

In 1708 Vetch visited his parents in Scotland, and 
thence went to London where he laid before the British 
government a plan which he had formed for the con- 
quest of Canada. His proposals were approved, and it 
was agreed to send a powerful fleet and 3000 regular 
troops. He was despatched on a man-of-war with in- 
structions to the several colonial governments to pro- 
vide their respective quota of troops. Vetch arrived in 
Boston the last week in April, 1709, and was so suc- 
cessful in his negotiations with the colonial govern- 
ments that by June the transports and New England 
troops were ready for service. While waiting for the 
British fleet, on October 11th, intelligence arrived that 
the promised force had been diverted to Portugal. The 
expedition consequently fell through and the provincial 
levies returned to their homes. This fiasco was a bitter 
disappointment to Vetch and the colonists. A congress 
of governors and delegates from the colonies held in 
November, sent Col. Vetch and Col. Francis Nicholson 
to London to urge the government to undertake a fresh 
expedition. The ministry deemed the conquest of Can- 
ada too great an undertaking, but agreed to send next 
year an expedition against Nova Scotia. Nicholson ap- 
pointed to the chief command, and Vetch adjutant gen- 
eral, arrived July 15, 1710, at Boston, accompanied by 
several transports with 400 marines, and on September 
18th, with 1500 colonial troops, sailed for Port Eoyal, 
Nova Scotia, where they arrived on the 24th. The 
troops were landed, entrenched themselves, and after 
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some days' bombardment the French commander capi- 
tulated. On October 16th the British took possession, 
and in acordance with the Queen's instructions Vetch 
was appointed governor of the fort of Annapolis Royal, 
as Port Royal was renamed, and of the county of Ar- 
cadia and Nova Scotia, with the appointment of adju- 
tant general of British troops and general and com- 
mander in chief of colonial troops in these parts. He 
dealt with the conquered inhabitants in a spirit of jus- 
tice and kindness, and, while protecting them from the 
extortion of the soldiers, showed firmness and determi- 
nation in maintaining his authority. An attack by In- 
dians upon an expedition sent by Vetch to procure 
wood in the spring of 1711, was the signal for a general 
uprising and the blockade of Annapolis. While matters 
were in this state, news arrived of a formidable British 
expedition against Canada, which at once raised the 
blockade. The expedition consisted of seven veteran 
regiments and a train of engineers and artillery under 
the incompetent Brig.-Gen. John Hill, and a fleet under 
Rear-Admiral Sir Hovenden Walker. It arrived at 
Boston, June 24, 1711, and on July 6th Vetch sailed for 
Boston, leaving Sir Charles Hobby in command at Ann- 
apolis, and assumed comand of the Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire and Rhode Island levies which were to pro- 
ceed with the regular troops under Hill to the St. Law- 
rence, while Nicholson commanded the remainder of the 
provincial troops for the attack on Montreal by way of 
Lake Champlain. The expedition sailed on July 30th. 
Vetch being on board the Dispatch arrived at Gaspe 
Harbor on August 18th, and left again on 21st in a thick 
fog. On the night of the 22d the flagship Edgar was 
leading when she found herself among the breakers of 
the Egg Islands. She narrowly escaped, but eight 
transports were wrecked and over 900 lives lost. Vetch 
was very uneasy at the course steered by the flagship, 
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and expressed his surprise to Capt. Perkins and Col. 
Dudley, but it was not until the 25th that he learned 
the full extent of the disaster. On that day a council of 
war was held on board the flagship to determine 
whether the expedition should be abandoned. Vetch in- 
sisted and the other colonels agreed with him, that there 
was still an ample force for the purpose of the expedi- 
tion, and urged its prosecution ; it was, nevertheless, de- 
cided to abandon it. As soon as Vetch returned to his 
ship he sent a strongly worded remonstrance to the ad- 
miral, pointing out the serious consequences to the in- 
terests of the crown and the North American colonies. 

The failure of his grand scheme greatly mortified 
Vetch, but he had done his part and had the confidence 
of all even the admiral testifying to his skill and energy. 
He returned to Annapolis with detachments from the 
seven regiments which had returned to England. In 
October of 1711, he visited Boston, were he remained 
until the spring of the following year, settling mat- 
ters in connection with the recent expedition. During 
his stay his nephew, Major Livingstone, raised for him 
a body of Iroquois Indians, which he sent to Annapolis 
in March to act against the Indians in the employ of 
the French. On his return to Annapolis, Vetch ex- 
pressed his satisfaction with them, and confidence in his 
ability to keep the French and their Indians quiet. 

Vetch's chief difficulty was want of money, and he 
sent Capt. Armstrong express to England to repre- 
sent the critical state of affairs, since mutiny and star- 
vation were imminent. With the greatest difficulty, 
after pledging his own credit, he obtained supplies for 
the winter. His recommendations of policy met with 
no better success from the home government than his 
applications for money, and on October 20, 1712, Nichol- 
son was appointed to supersede him. No intimation of 
this reached Annapolis until the summer of 1713. Then 
Vetch left for Boston to meet the new governor, and 
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soon ascertained that it was to Nicholson his troubles 
were due. Nicholson came armed with authority to in- 
quire into the conduct of all the colonial governors. 
Vetch, however, ignored his summons to justify his 
conduct, sailed for England in April 1714, and laid his 
case before the home government and so completely did 
he gain their confidence that he was consulted in vari- 
ous matters connected with the American colonies, and 
on January 20, 1715, Nicholson was recalled, and Vetch 
again commissioned as governor of Nova Scotia. The 
secret of Vetch's ill-treatment, as also of his reinstate- 
ment, was no doubt political, he was an ardent Whig, 
and Nicholson a Tory. 

Vetch filled his second term of governor for over two 
years, and was succeeded by Col. Eichard Philipps. In 
1719 he was back in England, and while there was se- 
lected to accompany Col. Bladon to France as commis- 
sioners in connection with matters left unsettled by the 
treaty of Utrecht, particularly the boundary between 
the British and French colonies in America. Later he 
was seeking relief, the Earl of Sunderland's promise to 
find him "some government abroad" remaining unful- 
filled. At length Vetch begged that he might have even 
a captain's half -pay, "being reduced to the last ex- 
tremity of necessity." He died April 30, 1732, a pris- 
oner for debt, in the King's bench, and was buried at 
St. George's Church, Southwark. 

Vetch married at Albany, N. Y., December 20, 1700, 
Margaret, daughter of Robert Livingstone, Secretary 
for Indian Affairs, and his wife Alida Schuyler, who 
was a granddaughter of John Livingstone, one of the 
Commissioners sent to Breda by the Church of Scot- 
land to treat with Charles II in regard to his restora- 
tion. She died about 1763. Vetch's only child, a 
daughter, Alida, born December 25, 1701, married Sam- 
uel Bayard, of New York, who have left numerous de- 
scendants. 
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[A. Eoyal Arms Great Britain, E.] 

INSTRUCTIONS TO OUR TRUSTY AND WELL- 
BELOVED COLL. VETCH, to be observed in his Ne- 
gotiations with, the Governors of several of our Colon- 
ies in America. 

Given at Our Court at St. James's the 28 n of Feb- 
ruary, 1708, and in the seventh year of our Reign. 

Annw Regince; 

Whereas you have laid before Us the Proposal of an 
Enterprise on Canada and Newfound-Land, which may 
turn very much to the Security and Advantage of Our 
Subjects in those Parts of America, as well as to the 
Prosperity of Our Kingdoms in general. We having 
taken the same into Our Royal Consideration, do en- 
tirely approve of the said Proposal, and in order to 
execute it effectually, have thought fit to give you these 
our following Instructions. 

YOU shall immediately repair on Board the Ship 
appointed by our High-Admiral for the Transporting 
you, with such Officers as shall be sent under your Com- 
mand, to several of our Colonies in North-^menca. 
Upon your arrival at New-York your are to deliver to 
our Governour of that place a Letter from Us, and 
Communicate to him these your Instructions, acquaint- 
ing him that We shall expect from him a punctual and 
ready Complyance in all such as relate to him. 

You shall represent to him, that out of Our great de- 
sire to answer the frequent Applications which have 
been made to us by our good Subjects, the Inhabitants 
of those parts, to deliver them from the Neighbourhood 
of the French at Canada, which of late years has been 
so troublesome to them, We have fitted out an Expedi- 
tion, the particulars of which you shall lay before him, 
and withal let him know, That We strictly Require and 
Enjoyn him to give such an Assistance to the said 
Expedition as is hereafter specified. 
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You shall signifle to Mm Our Pleasure, That the Gov- 
ernment of New-York do furnish a Quota of eight Hun- 
dred Men, including the four standing Companies ; and 
that the City Eegiments of York and Albany do Duty 
in the Fort, during the absence of the said standing 
Companies. You shall at the same time acquaint him, 
That New-Jersey is to furnish Two hundred Men, Con- 
necticut Three hundred and fifty, Pennsylvania One 
hundred and fifty ; so that the whole Force will consist 
of Fifteen hundred Effectives, which are to be disposed 
into four Battalions, each Battalion to have one of the 
four Eegular Companies mixed and incorporated in it, 
and to be commanded by the Captain (as Collonel) 
whose Company is so incorporated in it, and under him 
by the respective Officers of the Country Troops, the 
Officers that go with you, and are designed for New- 
York, to be distributed among the Companies, as the 
Governor, in concert with the Commander in Chief, 
shall think best for the Service. 

You shall likewise acquaint Our aforesaid Governor, 
in Our Name, That "We do Command and expect from 
him, that the Quota's of his Government be ready at 
Albany, with all things necessary for the Expedition, 
by the middle of May next ensuing, at the furthest; and 
that he furnish all the Troops with what Arms and Am- 
munition they want, out of the Magizeen at New York; 
and that he do forth-with get together and keep in 
readiness three Moneths Provisions for his Quota of 
Men, to be Transported and lodged in some convenient 
place at the Wood-Creek, or else- where; for the Secur- 
ity of which, he shall, in conjunction with the Govern- 
ments of Connecticut and Pennsilvania, cause to be 
built a large Wooden Store-house, as also six or more 
large Boats that will carry sixty Men each, for the 
Transportation of their heaviest Stores by Water ; and 
also contract with the five Nations to make, with all 
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speed, as many Cannoes as will be wanted for the said 
Expedition. 

You shall, moreover, enjoyn the aforesaid Gover- 
nonr, in Our Name, to Command and Engage the afore- 
said five Nations, as also the Eiver Indians, to joyn, 
with all their fighting men, in the said Expedition, and 
promise them a good Present, if they do. 

You shall likewise acquaint him, That it is Our Pleas- 
ure, that he give all fitting encouragement to any Gen- 
tlemen, or others, that shall offer themselves to go as 
Volunteers in this Our Service. 

You shall deliver a Letter from us to the Governour 
of Connecticut, and another to the Governor of Penn- 
silvania, for the time being, and signifie to them our 
Eoyal Will and Pleasure, That they have their Quota's 
of Men and Provision ready by the middle of May at 
farthest ; acquainting them withal, That the Governour 
of New- York is ordered to assist them with what Arms 
and Ammunition they shall want. 

After having finished your Negotiations for the 
aforesaid Expedition, with all possible secrecy and dis- 
patch, you shall deliver a Letter from Us, to Our Gov- 
ernour of New-England, and another to the Governor 
of Rhode-Island, for the time being, strictly enjoyning 
and commanding them, in Our Name, to raise at least 
Twelve hundred of their best Men, according to their 
usual Proportions, and to give all fitting encouragement 
to any such as shall offer themselves to go Volunteers 
in the Expedition, whether Gentlemen or others, as also 
to have in readiness a sufficient Number of Transports, 
with three Moneths Provisions, and able Pilots, whereof 
Capt. Southwich is to be one, and to go in his own Gaily, 
and that all may be ready to embaque by the middle of 
May, upon the arrival of the Fleet from England. And 
for their greater encouragement, you shall acquaint 
them, That We have ordered Arms and Ammunition to 
be sent with you, for the number of Troops they are to 



Queen Anne to Colonel Samuel Vetch. 343 

furnish, which Arms and Ammunition you shall accord- 
ingly deliver to the several Companies, in presence of 
the Governor or Commissary of the Country, taking a 
Eeceipt for the same, which you shall transmit to Our 
Board of Ordnance in this Kingdom. 

You shall, with the concurrence and advice of Our 
Governor of New-England, contract with Ship-Carpen- 
ters for the building of ten or more large flat-bottomed 
Boats, that will carry sixty Men each, for the landing of 
Troops, and also contract with proper Persons for the 
furnishing of eight Moneths Provisions to the Troops 
that shall be left at Quebeck and Mont-Real, if it shall 
please God to make Our Forces Masters of those places, 
and to give us the Success that We hope for from this 
Our Expedition. 

And to the end that nothing may be wanting on Our 
part toward engageing the several Governments to act 
with the utmost Spirit and Vigour in this Expedition, 
you shall assure them, in Our Name, That such of the 
Governments as contribute towards the Reduction of 
Canada, shall have a Preference, both with regard to 
the Soil and Trade of the Country, when reduced, to 
any other of Our Subjects; and when they shall have 
concerted among themselves any reasonable Proposals 
for securing to their respective Colonies the Benefits of 
the said Soil and Trade, We shall not be wanting to give 
the Royal Sanction to the same. 

You shall communicate these Our Instructions to 
Coll. Francis Nicholson, who has offered himself to go 
as a Volunteer in this Expedition. And further out of 
Our Regard to his known Abilities, and Zeal for Our 
Service, We do Require that you shou'd admit him into 
your private Consultations with Our several Governors, 
on the Methods for putting this your Proposal in execu- 
tion. And by reason of the Distance of the Time and 
Place, any other Preparation that may be necessary 
for the carrying on this Expedition, which We could 
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not here fore-see, and which is not here contain 'd in 
these your Instructions, you shall, with the concurrence 
of the Governor, who is to assist in any such Service, 
and of Coll. Nicholson, make any such Preparation, 
tho ' it is not in your Instructions, provided that it ap- 
pear to you absolutely Necessary for the carrying on 
of the Expedition, as aforesaid, and that the Governor 
and Coll. Nicholson do entirely concur with you in judg- 
ing it to be so. 

Sunderland. A. R. 

To our Eight Trusty and well beloved John Lord 
Lovelace our Capt. General and Governour in Chief of 
our Provinces of New-York and New-Jersey, in 
America, or in his absence to the Commander in chief 
of the said Provinces for the time being. 

Right Trusty and Well-beloved, We greet you well; 
"Whereas We are fitting out an Expedition, with great 
Expence, for the Security of Our Subjects in your Gov- 
ernment, from the Neighbourhood of the French at 
Canada, which has been very Troublesome to them of 
late years, according to certain Proposals laid before 
Us by Our trusty and Well-beloved Coll. Vetch, and 
pursuant to the many Applications that have been made 
to Us by Our Subjects, who have suffered very much 
from the French in that Neighbourhood. We do hereby 
strictly Eequire and Command you to be assisting to 
this Our Expedition, after the manner that the said 
Coll. Vetch shall, in Our Name, propose to you; and that 
you look upon those parts of his Instructions which 
relate to you, and Our Governments under your Care, 
and which We have ordered him to Communicate to 
you, in the same manner as if they were Our positive 
Commands directed to your Self, and that you pay the 
same Obedience to Them. 

And whereas there may be some Particulars in Our 
above-mentioned Instructions, as that which concerns 
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the Place of Eandevouze, in which, you who live in the 
Country, may be the most proper Judges, We do there- 
fore leave this, and other the like circumstances to be 
altered at Discretion, provided that Coll. Vetch and 
Coll. Nicholson do agree with you in any such Altera- 
tion ; and provided, that you do punctually observe the 
Numbers of Men which you are to furnish, and the 
Time when they are to appear and be in readiness to 
enter on their Expedition. And so We bid your fare- 
well. 

Given at Our Court at St. James's the 28 n of Feb- 
ruary, and in the Seventh Year of Our Reign. 
By Her Majesties Command. 

Sunderland. 



